
Year group  HT1 HT2 HT3 HT4 HT5 HT6 

8 (KS3) Sherlock Holmes 
An introduction to Victorian 
short stories and periodicals;  
Foundation knowledge/skills: 
the police force were created in 
Victorian London; lots of crimes 
were solved by amateur 
detectives; cholera was 
widespread in the Victorian era; 
the issue was solved using John 
Snow’s scientific investigation; 
the Sherlock Holmes stories 
were published in periodicals; 
Sherlock was based on a real 
person; analysing a key 
metaphor used to describe 
Holmes; analysing the similar 
opening to each Sherlock 
Holmes story; using this structure 
as the basis for a new opening. 
Traditional knowledge/skills: 
the context in which Conan-
Doyle is writing; revisiting 
Victorian context; analysing a key 
metaphor used to describe 
Holmes; analysing Holmes’ 
attitudes towards women and 
how Irene changed his 
perspective; effectively using 
linking sentences across an 
essay; analysing the similar 
opening to each Sherlock 
Holmes story; using this structure 
as the basis for a new opening. 
Key piece/assessment;  
How does Conan Doyle use 
metaphor to describe Sherlock 
Holmes?  
Mastery writing foci;  
Level 2: pronouns; sentence 
structure; speech punctuation; 
decoupled narrative writing skills; 
narrative writing practice. 
Level 3: clauses; sentence 
demarcation; verbs; narrative 
writing. 
Careers: STEM 
Enrichment opportunities:  
MOSI 
 
 
 

Sherlock Holmes 
A close character study of 
Sherlock Holmes;  
Foundation knowledge/skills: 
dramatising Holmes and 
associates foiling a bank heist; 
explaining how the reader knows 
he is a good detective; exploring 
the Christmas experience in the 
Victorian era; composing an 
introduction and conclusion. 
Traditional knowledge/skills: 
Holmes has a dual nature which 
helps him solve cases; 
synthesising all knowledge about 
Holmes in order to explain how 
the reader knows he is a good 
detective; exploring the 
Christmas experience for the 
different classes in the Victorian 
era; synthesising knowledge from 
across the unit to explain all the 
things which influenced Conan 
Doyle’s writing; exploring a 
practice essay to develop the 
skill of writing about an unseen 
extract.  
Key piece/assessment;  
What kind of character is 
Sherlock Holmes? 
Mastery writing foci;  
Level 2: sentence structure; 
paragraphing; speech 
punctuation; decoupled narrative 
writing skills; narrative writing 
practice. 
Level 3: clauses; sentence 
demarcation; verbs; speech; 
apostrophes; narrative writing. 
Careers: Detective work 
Enrichment opportunities: 
‘Don’t go into the cellar’ theatre 
visit. 

The Tempest 
A development of 
Shakespearean context;  
Foundation knowledge/skills: 
the differences between a 
Shakespearean comedy and 
tragedy; the change in monarchy 
and the impact on Shakespeare’s 
life; travel and exploration in the 
Elizabethan era; Colonialism is 
settling on land and taking it 
away from the native people; this 
historically lead to exploitation; 
evaluating whether Prospero is a 
kind or cruel character; analysing 
Ariel’s use of metaphors to calm 
Ferdinand. 
Traditional knowledge/skills: 
the differences between a 
Shakespearean comedy and 
tragedy; the change in monarchy 
and the impact on Shakespeare’s 
life; travel and exploration in the 
Elizabethan era; Colonialism is 
settling on land and taking it 
away from the native people; this 
historically lead to exploitation; 
analysing metaphors describing 
Antonio, the usurping brother; 
insulting language; exploring the 
link between Caliban and 
colonialism. 
Key piece/assessment;  
How does Shakespeare use 
metaphor to describe 
characters? 
Mastery writing foci;  
Level 2: clauses; sentence 
demarcation; verbs; narrative 
writing. 
Level 3: sentence demarcation; 
verbs; speech; apostrophes; 
narrative writing. 
Careers: Travel and tourism 
Enrichment opportunities: 
Merseyside Maritime museum 
 

The Tempest 
A critical evaluation of the 
character Caliban;  
Foundation knowledge/skills:  
original text analysis of Miranda 
and Ferdinand’s love at first 
sight; analysing Antonio usurping 
his brother and the language 
used to describe him as a villain; 
insulting language; exploring the 
link between Caliban and 
colonialism; evaluating Caliban’s 
character; reviewing whether The 
Tempest is a comedy or a 
tragedy; synthesising knowledge 
of Caliban; using text references. 
Traditional knowledge/skills: 
original text analysis of the foiled 
plot to kill King Alonso; Caliban 
has a dual nature; evaluating 
Caliban’s character through the 
lens of the nature/ nurture 
debate; reviewing whether The 
Tempest is a comedy or a 
tragedy; synthesising knowledge 
of Caliban and reviewing his 
development across the play; 
using text references. 
Key piece/assessment;  
Mastery writing foci; How is 
Caliban presented in the 
extract and the rest of the 
play? 
Level 2: sentence structure; 
paragraphing; speech 
punctuation; decoupled narrative 
writing skills; narrative writing 
practice. 
Level 3: apostrophes, 
possessive pronouns, narrative 
writing. 
Careers: Theatre arts 
Enrichment opportunities: 
NWTAC visit 

Animal Farm 
An exploration of a 20th 
century classic novel; 
Foundation knowledge/skills:  
The context of George Orwell; 
stories with a moral; explaining 
whether Boxer is a hero or a fool; 
creating revision resources on 
the main plot and characters. 
Traditional knowledge/skills: 
George Orwell was influenced by 
his context to challenge the 
status quo; an allegory is a story 
with a moral; evaluating whether 
Boxer is a hero or a fool; creating 
revision resources on the main 
plot and characters. 
Key piece/assessment; How 
and why does the farm fail in 
Animal Farm? 
Mastery writing foci;  
Level 2: sentence demarcation; 
verbs; speech; apostrophes; 
narrative writing. 
Level 3: apostrophes, 
possessive pronouns, narrative 
writing. 
Careers: Politics 
Enrichment opportunities: 
Liverpool Everyman Workshop 

Reading for Pleasure 
An exploration of creative 
reading and writing; 
Foundation and traditional* 
knowledge/skills: reading a 
wide range of fiction and non-
fiction, including in particular 
whole books, short stories, 
poems and plays; choosing and 
reading books independently for 
challenge, interest and 
enjoyment; re-reading books 
encountered earlier to increase 
familiarity with them and provide 
a basis for making comparisons; 
giving short speeches and 
presentations, expressing ideas 
and keeping to the point; 
participating in formal debates 
and structured discussions; 
improvising, rehearsing and 
performing play scripts and 
poetry;  
*Scheme is differentiated 
between traditional and 
foundation by class reader 
choice. 
Key piece/assessment; 
Reading for pleasure project  
Creative writing foci;  
writing well-structured formal 
expository and narrative essays; 
writing stories, scripts, poetry and 
other imaginative writing; notes 
and polished scripts for talks and 
presentations; writing a range of 
other narrative and non-narrative 
texts, including arguments, and 
personal and formal letters 
Careers: author 
Enrichment opportunities: 
Creative writing author workshop. 



 


