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headteacher’s welcome

I am thankful to be writing this in a school that is currently brimming with confidence after year 11 achieved the best set 
of results under the new performance measures. The class of 2019 absolutely did themselves proud. We have experienced 
the most settled start I can remember and our current year 11s are rightly confident in their ability to face the challenges 
that will be placed upon them this year, with the bar set high by the class of 2019. Read more about our exams success 
on page 9.

Year 7 have settled in very quickly and are enjoying their first experiences as Westleigh students. See some of their 
individual stories on page 5. Of course, many were already accustomed to life at Westleigh via our successful primary 
outreach programme, and I am appreciative of those primary heads who supported us with this valuable transition 
work. This term will see our inaugural ‘Westleigh Record Breakers’ competition, run in partnership with our local primary 
schools. The competition celebrates the individual brilliance of every child; a standard we strongly believe in here at 
Westleigh. Watch this space for further updates.

Academic achievement remains our number one focus. Since joining the Shaw Education Trust, staff have had access 
to superior CPD and training and the impact this is having can only be described as transformational. In addition, we 
have received more job applications than ever before for posts advertised, as people recognise a school that is rapidly 
improving and heading towards outstanding. As a result, our staff team is stronger than ever before.

Of course, it is our close relationships with parents and carers that underpin all student achievement. The school takes 
great pride in its ability to establish positive working relationships with those key family personnel who care so much 

for our students. Our Parents’ Forum is a crucial group within school, lending us a different 
perspective on the impact new initiatives are having. Our first meeting will be held at 7pm 

on 21st November and I extend a welcome to all prospective new members. 

As we dive head first into another fun filled but educationally productive academic year, 
I am more positive than ever that we are on track to celebrate even more success and I 

thank you in advance for the key role that you will undoubtedly play in this.

Mr C Bramwell
Headteacher

on behalf of the staff and students of the westleigh 
school, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you to 
the september edition of the westleigh way.

THIS ISSUE’S FRONT COVER STAR
This issue’s cover image 
has been produced by a 
number of Miss Marsden’s 
Y7 students who created 
these portraits using 
continuous line drawing 
and added colour using 
Photoshop. Students 
focussed on creating a 
piece which was focussed 
on either warm or cold 
colours.
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leadership focus

RAISING THE BAR FOR BEHAVIOUR
By Deputy Head, Mr Kearns

At Westleigh we want to ensure every student has the 
opportunity to fulfil their individual brilliance. Yet we recognise 
that academic success is less about ability and more about 
having the right attitude to learning. To make this clear, students 
are now awarded a grade for their Attitude to Learning (ATL) 
every lesson, with 1 being well below expectation and 5 being 
well above expectation. The expected standard is 3. 

Students receive a weekly ATL grade from the average of all 
their lessons with exciting termly rewards for those averaging 
3 or above. We’re currently in the process of planning our first 
reward trips but Chester Zoo and Blackpool Illuminations are 
looking likely. Watch this space!

EXAM SUCCESS
By Deputy Head, Mr Lamoury 

This summer, we’ve seen our best ever results under 
the new exams system. I’m sure I speak for all staff at 
Westleigh when I say how immensely proud we are of 
the class of 2019.  There was a fantastic atmosphere 
on results day where students, parents and teachers 
shared the joy of seeing two years hard work finally 
yielding some well-deserved grades. 

It’s gratifying to see that the changes made at 
Westleigh, such as appointing the best teachers and 
strengthening our leadership team, are having such 
a positive impact on outcomes; an effect accelerated 
by the expertise of the Shaw Education Trust. We have 
high aspirations for the class of 2020 who are already 
working to a level beyond that of the previous year 
11. We fully expect future results to continue on this 
upward trajectory. Westleigh is a school well on its way 
to excellence.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
By School Business Manager, Mrs Reiersen 

At the heart of every good school is a food service that 
ensures students have access to healthy, varied and 
affordable meals.  As school business manager here at 
Westleigh, I’m delighted to work with Karen Murphy who 
has led the canteen for twenty-five years supported by her 
amazing team.  

Previously run by Metrofresh, we decided to bring the 
catering service in house in 2018. This has enabled us to 
make changes to our service such as improved breaktime 
provision to support students doing lunchtime activities 
and cheaper options such as 50p homemade rolls. We’ve 
introduced compostable packaging and our ‘Cashless 
Catering’ system which has not only improved the speed 
of service but also enabled parents to pay on line while 
keeping track of what their child is eating. Best of all, any 
savings we make since bringing the service in house are 
invested straight back in to school.
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curriculum news

HAIR AND BEAUTY
The Westleigh School is expanding its curriculum to meet the 
needs of young people today. In partnership with Dolly Birds 
hair and beauty, we are now pleased to offer our students the 
option of studying Hair and Beauty Level 2, equivalent to a GCSE, 
from Year 9 to 11. Deputy Head Mr Lamoury says, “This is a really 
exciting opportunity for Westleigh. Research shows that Hair 
and Beauty is a popular subject post 16. Our students will now 
be able to progress on to a higher lever when they leave us in 
Year 11.”

The course is proving to be a huge success with students. Jake 
says, “This course opens up different avenues for us. As well as 
the practical skills, we’re also learning business and customer 
service. Eventually I want to work in theatre so hair and beauty 
will help prepare me for learning about stage makeup.” 

Codie says, “The smaller class size means we get more one-to-
one tuition. Being in a professional environment helps us learn.”

The course is delivered by former secondary school teacher 
and owner of the Dolly Birds salon, Danielle Jolliffe. She says, 
“The students have been absolutely amazing. They are very fast 
learners completing a sleek blow-dry on a real model in their 
first practical lesson. I’m very impressed.”
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meet our new year 7

MIA 
My first day at Westleigh didn’t seem real but by day two I knew I was going to love it! I want to 
be a vet or a police officer when I grow up so I want to work hard and achieve the best grades 
I can. The teachers here are super friendly; I really like Mr McCormack from DT because he’s 
so funny. I’ve already made a new best friend. We’d already chatted online but had never met 
in person before and now that we have it’s amazing. There are so many people here to get to 
know, it’s easy to make new friends.

MY FIRST DAY AT WESTLEIGH

bright futures 
begin at the 
westleigh school
Join us for our Open Evening on Thursday 3rd October 
from 6pm to discover the incredible opportunities 
The Westleigh School can provide your child.

GEORGE 
Westleigh has been a really 
good experience. I’d say to any 
Year 6s who will be starting 
high school next year to be 
confident and you will settle in 
sooner than you think. 

KATIE
I used to go to Atherton St 
George’s. My elder sister already 
comes here and is doing really 
well so Westleigh was a natural 
choice for me. I’ve found 
everybody welcoming and 
friendly. For those who will be 
applying for a high school next 
year I’d say don’t worry about choosing the same school as 
all your friends. You will soon make new friends wherever 
you choose.CHLOE 

I came here from Parklee 
Community School in 
Atherton. I was going to go 
to Fred Longworth’s but I had 
heard good things about The 
Westleigh School and liked the 
new uniform so opted to come 
here instead. My first day was 

AMAZING! I thought I was going to get lost but there were 
so many kind people to ask that it wasn’t a problem. My 
favourite subject is English. I’ve already had my first English 
lessons and just know that the teachers here are going to 
push me to be my best. 

CHANELLE 
I was nervous when I first 
arrived but after a few days I 
grew more confident and I’ve 
loved high school ever since.  
The teachers are really friendly, 
especially my form teacher Mrs 
Michalakakos. There are lots 
of after school clubs here like 
dance and trampolining that I can’t wait to get involved in.
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enrichment

THIS TERM, STUDENTS WILL ALL BE ISSUED WITH THE SHAW 
EDUCATION TRUST CURRICULUM PLEDGE. 
Students in Year 7-9 will be encouraged to CAST their nets wide to achieve targets in Careers, Arts, Social, and Team/
leadership opportunities. Those that fulfil their goals will be awarded their Curriculum Pledge Badge at the end of Year 9. 

As a school, we’re ensuring we offer all students a variety of opportunities to achieve their badge. Here are a few of the 
activities from last term along with a few still to get involved in:

PASSO TONALE
Last Easter, our students had the time of their lives skiing among the snow-capped peaks of Passo 

Tonale in Italy. Student Megan says, “It was great to see the teachers in a new light, just being relaxed and 
having fun with us. I will never forget Mr Lamoury falling over! I absolutely loved learning to ski. The only 

downside is that I never want to go on holiday again unless it is skiing!”
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AFTER SCHOOL IN D8
Students are invited to join in with afterschool activities in 
D8. Mrs Norcross says, “From chatting to a lot of students, 
it’s clear that not everyone has the confidence to go out 
and socialise with people their own age after school. For 
these young people, their evenings are often spent alone 

or on electronic devices. 
We run a safe space from 
2.45pm everyday except 
Wednesdays where they 
can make new friends 
and have fun joining in 
with a range of activities 
from lego to board 
games.  All are welcome.”

LONDON TRIP 
Every summer, students get to experience the bright lights of London with The Westleigh School. Students are treated to 
a West End show as well as a sightseeing tour of some of the capital’s most famous landmarks. 

WESTLEIGH IN BLOOM
Have you got a talent for garden design? Do you have 
a green-fingered gang of friends ready for a gardening 
challenge? We’re inviting groups of students to take 
over one of our mini-allotments here in the Westleigh 
gardens. Whether you want to grow vegetables, flowers 
or turn your patch into a haven for wildlife, the choice 
is yours. 

We have 8 mini-allotments to assign. Ask Mrs Wells 
for an application form and tell us your plans and you 
could be in with a chance! Allotments will be awarded 
to groups of students who submit the most well-
thought out garden plans and show the commitment 
to make their vision a reality. 
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primary partners

PRIMARY LIAISON
This year our Taster Days took place in July with a number 
of primary school pupils visiting us to discover more about 
life at high school. As well as enjoying a host of exciting 
activities, those pupils who impressed teachers with their 
exceptional attitude to learning were rewarded with 
special ‘Golden Tickets’ which they exchanged for prizes 
at the end of the day. Visitors were also given goodie bags 
containing a Westleigh Teddy, with many pupils sending 
in photos of the adventures they and their teddies enjoyed 
over the summer. 

READING AMBASSADORS
Our reading ambassadors programme continues to go 
from strength to strength at Westleigh St Pauls. Older 
students act as reading role models for primary school 
children to engender a love of books. Mrs McArthur 
Brown says, “Its clear to see from the way the two age 
groups interact together that all the young people 
involved have a lot to gain from the activity.”

WHO’S WHO AT WESTLEIGH 
STICKER CHALLENGE
As part of the fun on their taster days here at Westleigh, 
primary pupils were also given sticker books for which they 
collected stickers throughout 
the day. On Open Evening, a 
winner will be selected from 
all the completed sticker 
books that pupils submit to 
us. Please come along to our 
Open Evening on 3rd October 
2019 at 6pm for the chance to 
collect any remaining stickers 
you may be missing as well 
as the final ‘Open Evening’ 
sticker. 
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best ever gcse results

August 24th 2019 will forever be etched in the minds of 
two of our former Year 11 students. It was the day that 
Liam Preston (pictured right) and Daniel Pitt (above) 
discovered that they’d joined a very exclusive club by 
achieving grade 9s in their GCSEs, a feat matched only 
by approximately 2% of the population. 

Both boys are quick to admit that achieving such 
outstanding success has not been easy. Daniel, whose 
ambition is to become an architect, says it’s taken 
constant focus and a willingness to take on board 
advice. He found the intervention sessions provided 
by Computer Science teacher, Mr Gorman, and 
technology teacher Mr Morris were particularly useful 
for invaluable last minute tips adding, “Mr Morris has 
worked in industry before becoming a teacher so 
could share a lot of experience relevant to me and my 
aspirations.” He says, “I was elated with the grades I 
achieved and didn’t expect them, though I have put 
the work in so I suppose I shouldn’t be too surprised!”

Similarly Liam didn’t ever imagine he would do so well but says, “It means a lot seeing all the hard work pay off.” He says 
he started revising at Christmas and has really had to push himself, though he’d recommend that anybody else going 
through the same should remind themselves to take the pressure off occasionally. 

Liam’s next move will be to Winstanley College to study Maths, further maths, biology and chemistry at A Level. His goal 
is to continue his studies at Oxford University and to eventually become a professor in mathematics, an ambition he’s 
harboured since discovering his love of maths when he joined Westleigh in year 7.

GLORIOUS GRADE 9S
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SUMMER MAKEOVER
Students were greeted by a fresh new look on their first 
day back to school. Corridors around the school have 
been transformed by the addition of bespoke vinyls 
which capture the aspirational mood of the school.

School business manager, Gill Reiersen, was the driving 
force behind the project. She says, “The school’s smart 
new appearance has raised the standard of the learning 
environment to match the exceptional teaching taking 
place here at Westleigh. Many of the vinyls feature role 
models and inspirational quotes that students can 
aspire to emulate. They are also a 
useful learning aid, for example 
the English department corridor 
is now decorated with key quotes 
from GCSE texts.”

Students agree that the vinyls have 
had a profound effect on the look 
of the school. Year 11 student Keira 
Martin said, “The designs are aimed 
at our age group with role models 
we can identify with like Harry 
Potter and Justin Timberlake.”

an environment 
for learning
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Y10 – Year ten are working on their ‘Natural Forms’ project. The 
project helps students to improve their skills and understanding 
using a wide range of media. Elle’s tonal drawing (below) is a real 
success and shows her progress this year.

the westleigh art gallery

Y8 – Leo’s group were tasked with creating an 
abstract portrait using continuous line drawing. This 
is a really challenging technique but Leo made it 
look easy! The drawing above was scanned and then 
coloured using Photoshop.

Y7 – Megan’s colourful final 
piece reflects her bright 
and bubbly self! Year 7 
have been exploring mark 
making and created a 
mixed media response to 
the artist Luke Dixon for 
their Portraiture project 
(below).

Y9 - Codie created this fabulous 
mask study combining a 
tonal oil pastel study of a Tiki 
Mask (pictured left) and then 
mounting it on a background 
created using her own poly-block 
design inspired by Polynesian 
patterns and culture. Codie loves 
make-up in her spare time, her 
blending skills definitely came in 
handy with the oil pastels! 

Y7 – Khara’s display (above) of multiple 
self-portraits are a final response to the 
Portraiture project. Year 7 have been 
exploring mark making in response to 
Luke Dixon’s work.

Y7- Carlotta’s year group were asked to create 
a self-portrait to link with their current project 
around the artist Luke Dixon. Her passion for 
art has always been a wonderful attribute and 
here you can see she has explored the art of 
collage which has a striking resemblance to 
herself! See her work above.
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HALLIE WANE
The work of Year 10 
photography student, 
Hallie Wane, was recently 
featured in an exhibition 
at the Wigan Galleries 
Shopping Centre. As well 
as studying photography 
at school, Hallie attends 
Atherton & District Amateur Photographic Society (ADAPS) 
where she has learned new skills from the other seasoned 
photographers there. She says, “I’m a lot younger than 
most people at the society and the others didn’t take me 
too seriously at first. But now they know I’m genuine, they 
enjoy sharing their knowledge with me. I’ve learned a lot 
about F stops, apertures and exposure.”

URBAN EXPLORATION IN 
MANCHESTER

Miss Marsden’s GCSE Photographers recently went on an 
educational visit to Manchester School of Art. The group 
started off at the Degree Show, aptly named “Everything 
Starts from Something”. 

Students visited the exhibits from the Photography 
course as well as Animation and Interactive Arts and this 
allowed them to explore a wide variety of ways to interpret 
and display photographic work in both 2D/3D forms as 
well projections and interactive media. After visiting the 
school of art, students walked through the city, stopping 
in Chinatown for a packed lunch and some shopping and 
then off to the city’s ‘Northern Quarter’ to capture graffiti 
and other street art to support their ‘Textures’ project. 

“Student’s behaviour was exemplary and commented on 
by staff at the university. They engaged maturely with the 
work and behaved in a safe and respectful manner around 
the city centre. Well done to all of you, I hope you have 
been inspired!”

Y9 – Jenna has been working really hard over the 
summer creating independent work in preparation 
for starting her GCSE in Art and Design. These 
independent studies of eyes were creating using a 
cardboard surface, coloured pencils and a white gel 
pen. Watch out Y11!

Y9 – Naomi has excelled herself with her tonal study 
of a flower over the half term break. Whilst exploring 
a variety of media throughout the Natural Forms 
project, her art teacher has loved seeing her progress 
and confidence increase!

Y11 – Emma has 
created this 
eye-catching 
study using a 
combination of 
watercolours, 
masking fluid and 
coloured pencils. 
Her love of make-
up shines through 
in this piece which 
is truly striking 
and full of colour. 
Well done. 
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sports news

BEN ROBINSON
Year 9 student Ben, is living the dream this week having been selected to play for 
Manchester United wheelchair football team. Ben will be in the line-up for the first 
team of the season against West Bromwich Albion, a team which counts a number of 
national team players among its number. He says, “We’re going in to the match as the 
under-dog so I’ll be happy if we hold them to a draw. However a one-nil win would be 
amazing.” Whatever the result, Ben, who has been playing wheelchair football since 
the age of 4, is over the moon at the prospect of competing against top players from 
the national team and can’t wait for the kick-off.

Ben says its gratifying to see the hard work he’s put in finally paying off, even more so 
as Ben has only just been given the all clear from leukaemia. His teacher says she’s 
seen a different, more confident and independent person since his return to school 
after the summer break and it seems that things just keep getting better and better 
for Ben. He recommends anybody unfamiliar with wheelchair football to watch a match to see just what they’re missing.

LOCAL BUSINESSES SPONSOR 
BRAND NEW SPORTS KITS
Local companies QED Legal and Ryans Chartered 
Accountants are giving back to the community by 
sponsoring The Westleigh School with brand new kits for 
their rugby and football teams. Mr Bramwell welcomes 
their generous support saying, “Looking smart gives our 
students a sense of pride and shows the community that 
The Westleigh School is ambitious in its drive to raise 
standards.” 

Toby Williamson, a partner at Manchester based QED 
Legal who sponsor the rugby kit, is passionate about 
grassroots sports, especially rugby.   He says, “It was a 
positive influence on my life as a young person growing 
up. Through my company I’m now fortunate enough to be 
in a position to help the students at Westleigh have the 
same experience.” His company offers their support to a 
number of teams around the country but Mr Williamson 
admits to a particular interest in helping The Westleigh 

School having been raised in the area himself. He believes 
the new kits will inspire students saying, “Young people are 
used to seeing their sporting heroes wearing sponsor logos 
so it makes them feel special. If you look like a team, you 
feel like a team and play like a team.”

Dale Pollitt, former Westleigh pupil and Director at Bolton 
based accountants Ryans, wants students to take part 
in more football and sports in general and was keen to 
support the school’s ambitions. He says, “As a former pupil, 
it’s fantastic to be able to contribute something back to a 
school which played a big part in both my personal and 
academic development. My hope is that the students will 
aspire to achieve their goals in both sport and career alike”.

WILL 
ROBERTS 
Great news this 
summer. Year 10 
student, Will Roberts, 
has recently signed 
a 2 year scholarship 
with St. Helens rugby 
club. His mum, 
Nicola, says, “After 
lots of thought he 
decided not to follow 
big brother Max to 
Wigan. We are proud 
of his decision as it was not an easy one to make.”
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farewell class of 2019

GRADE 8 ART
Former Year 11 student, Adriana Kellemen, dropped in to 
say thank you to art teacher, Miss Hodgson, for helping her 
achieve a spectacular grade 8 in GCSE art. Adriana is now 
studying A Levels in psychology, sociology and media studies 
at Manchester College.

THANK YOU!
Mrs Furlong was delighted to receive this 
letter from former Year 11 student Hannah 
Montford:

Hey Mrs Furlong, it’s Hannah I just wanted to 
say thank you so much for everything you’ve 
done for me in English. I can proudly say I was accepted 
into Bolton on the A Level English Literature & Language 
combined course. I honestly couldn’t have done it without 
you. I’m so proud of my grade in English Language, even 
though I was so surprised! I always thought I was better at 
Literature as I much prefer it. However, I’m studying them 
both at college so I’ll get to put my knowledge of both to use. 
And honestly, I just want to say thank you so so much. You’ve 
been the funniest, jolliest, most pleasant teacher I’ve ever 
had. You made me even more passionate about English and 
actually inspired me to become an English teacher myself. 
It had already been an aspiration of mine but having you to 
teach me honestly just made me want to become one even 
more.. Thank you so so much from the bottom of my heart, 
and I will honestly miss you so much. I’ll miss the days when 
you’d make me feel proud of everything I’ve accomplished. 
Thank you for being the best English teacher I could ask for. It 
was such a pleasure to sit in J4 every day. 

P.s. I’m SOO sorry this is late, it’s been a hectic few weeks and 
I just wanted to make sure I’d contacted you before my first 
day of college tomorrow!  Thank you! 

CLASS OF 2019
The Class of 2019 had a fitting final send off with a 
sensational prom at Haydock Park Racecourse. Mrs 
Sinclair said, “Our young people looked stunning. 
Though one chapter has come to an end, I’m 
excited to hear what comes next for this talented 
year group. I’m sure they will go on to achieve great 
things.” 



OPEN EVENING
JOIN US AT OUR

The Westleigh School, Westleigh Lane, Leigh, WN7 5NL

01942 202580  |  enquiries@admin.westleigh.wigan.sch.uk 

@thewestleighsch @thewestleighschool

Join us on Thursday 3rd October from 6pm onwards to 
discover the incredible opportunities The Westleigh 
School can provide your child. 

Meet our passionate Headteacher, staff and the Shaw Education 
Trust to learn how we continuously strive to raise students’ 
aspirations and improve outcomes. Explore our superb facilities, hear 
how we tailor individual learning experiences and discover how we 
can offer your child a unique education that’s second to none.

If you can’t make it to Open Evening or would like to see more of 
The Westleigh School, you’re welcome to make an appointment. 
Contact us for details.


