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headteacher’s welcome

As we draw near to the end of 2018, I feel it is only fitting that this edition of the magazine reflects on achievement; not 
only those accomplished so far but those achievements we are preparing our students to realise in the future. 

Academic achievement remains our number one focus. One of the advantages of uniting with the Shaw Education 
Trust has been the expert support available to complement the great teaching already taking place at The Westleigh 
School. Turn to page 3 to find out more about how this partnership is benefitting our students. 

Academic excellence is only made possible when we’re mentally prepared for success. Our Year 7 induction week 
(page 4) gives a real insight into how we’re building resilience and aspiration in our students from the very outset of 
their Westleigh journey. Likewise, the extensive work our Year 11 students have undertaken with Humanutopia (page 11) 
is ensuring that students approaching the culmination of their time with us are mentally prepared for exam success. 

Of course, it is our close relationships with parents and carers that underpin all student achievement. Our new ‘Parent 
App’ is strengthening this essential bond by enhancing communication between school and families. You can find out 
more about getting the most out of the parent app on page 8 and 9.

Finally, take a moment to read about some of the work The Westleigh School is doing to prepare our students for 
success beyond High School education. Our Year 11 careers and mock interview day garnered an amazing response 
from the local business community who volunteered their time to lend experience and expertise to young people as 
they embark on their journeys toward the workplace.

As the festivities commence, we reflect on the meaning of family, the significance 
of which remains as strong as ever at the Westleigh School. With this in mind, it 

just remains for me to wish the whole of the Westleigh family a very peaceful 
Christmas and a happy New Year.

Mr C Bramwell
Headteacher

on behalf of the staff and students of the westleigh 
school, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you to 
the december edition of the westleigh way.

THIS ISSUE’S FRONT 
COVER STAR
Our cover photo has been submitted by 
a talented student from our Year 9 GCSE 
Photography Class. For their first topic, Portrait 
Transformations, Ms Marsden has challenged 
students to explore perspective and reflections in 
portraiture. They kicked-off the topic with a festive 
theme, capturing their reflections in Christmas 
baubles, and then editing using Photoshop. 
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the shaw education trust
- supporting achievement

The Shaw Education Trust have been lending the expertise of their highly experienced team of consultants to support 
teaching and learning at The Westleigh School. Assistant Headteacher, Miss Tomlinson, says, “The team represents the 
kind of valuable resource that schools outside the trust can only dream of accessing. Many of them are head teachers 
from outstanding schools or former Ofsted inspectors. They’re giving us the confidence to recognise the many things we’re 
already getting right while introducing additional strategies and ideas that will really drive change.”

JULIE YARWOOD
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION QUALITY,
STANDARDS & TRAINING
“Since the Westleigh School 
joined the Shaw Education 
Trust on the 1st August 
2018, I have had the 
pleasure of working with 
colleagues and students 
at the school. I have 
found in them an absolute 
determination to get the best 
for all students. 

The teachers at the Westleigh School demonstrate a 
passion for their subject specialisms. This is so important 
as without this, we are unable to share and promote 
the joy of learning and developing knowledge, skills and 
understanding. 

Over the course of my career, I have been fortunate 
to have been a teacher, Headteacher, Executive 
Headteacher and one of Her Majesty’s Inspectors. All of 
these roles have given me experiences that at the start 
of my career, I could not even have imagined. I would 
hope that through the training that I am leading at the 
Westleigh School, I am able to promote reflection and 
bring ‘fresh eyes’ to issues and development that will 
support colleagues, especially those taking on school 
leadership roles. 

By working together in collaboration, we will all, staff and 
pupils alike, move forward and promote learning which 
will enable our pupils to develop the skills that they will 
need for an ever-changing employment landscape.”

“The teachers at the Westleigh 
School demonstrate a passion 

for their subject specialism.” 

DAWN PLATT
DIRECTOR OF SCIENCE, DATA
AND ASSESSMENT 
“From working with the 
Westleigh School’s Science 
Faculty, it’s clear that 
staff are keen to inject 
further strategies to raise 
students’ achievement 
and enjoyment.  I’ve found 
them welcoming and open 
to ideas and innovations 
and I am already proud of the 
way the team are embracing new approaches and 
implementing them for the benefit of students.

The collaboration between the Trust’s schools is already 
bearing fruit for students. We look forward to ‘sharing 
the work’ across our teams so that we can save time and 
staff energy. Having a keen eye on the national science 
developments and 25 teaching years of experience and 
knowledge about science is most definitely the key to 
driving up further Science success. Leaders in schools can 
delve deeper into concepts and strategies knowing that 
I understand the complexity of teaching and learning 
within science. This also includes the health and safety 
aspects and regulations to keep students safe.”

“I am already proud of the way 
the team are embracing new 

approaches and implementing 
them for the benefit of students.”
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setting out to achieve

YEAR 7 INDUCTION WEEK
As anyone will tell you, having a positive mental attitude goes a long way towards being successful. Year 7 Induction Week 
was designed to instil in students the qualities they will need to develop in order to achieve. Mr Kearns says, “I planned 
a fairly demanding week for students that would take them out of their comfort zones and help them discover new 
strengths. Academic success is not easy; it’s going to take hard work, resilience and determination. But I also wanted to 
show them that they are capable of achieving more than they know.”

Resilience – An arduous hike to Rivington Pike in all 
weathers designed to develop resilience. Students had to 
work in teams to carry and make lunch at the summit. 

Determination – Teambuilding day. Students worked 
in their forms along with their form teachers to complete a 
number of team-building challenges. Students learned to 
lead, support and value each other, getting to know their 
peers and form tutors better in the process. 

Inspiration – Students were taken to Lancaster University 
for a tour of the campus to see the life they could be leading if 
they achieve their potential at school. 

Celebration – At the end of the week, students took part in 
an awards assembly. Students contributions and achievements 
over the week were acknowledged, citations included: 

“for smiling all day” 
“for encouraging others”                                                                                     

“for great problem solving ability”



5ASPIRING AND ACHIEVING TOGETHER   |   THE WESTLEIGH WAY

COMMUNITY HEROES
Year 11 students were so inspired by the work they did 
with Humanutopia that they volunteered to extend 
the programme by becoming community ‘Heroes’. 

Humanutopia help young people break down 
barriers to achieve mental well-being and happiness. 
As part of the ‘Heroes’ programme, Year 11 students 
used what they had learned from their own time 
working with Humanutopia to spread positivity to 
younger students. They were joined by pupils from 
Newton Westpark Primary School to practise their 
leadership skills before spending their final day of 
the programme putting all they had learned into 
action by delivering sessions to Year 7 students. 

Year 7 student, Leah, said, “It was a really fun day 
doing challenges with the Year 11s. The year 11 we 
worked with was called Natasha so we called her 
‘Super Tash.” Her friends Matthew and Molly agreed, 
“Before working with the Year 11 students, we tried 
to stay away from them. We found them quite scary, 
but now we can see they’re just like us and feel a lot 
more confident about speaking to them.”  

PRIMARY LIAISON
The Westleigh School has always had a strong sense of 
community and wherever possible shares resources 
and opportunities with our local primary schools. This 
term, we have delivered maths sessions to children 
from Parklee Primary School and launched our new 
‘Reading Ambassadors’ programme with Hindley 
Green CP. 

Lucky pupils from Westleigh St Paul’s Primary School 
were invited to watch the dress rehearsal of ‘School 
of Rock’. Mrs Hankinson, Headteacher at St Paul’s 
said, “We all really enjoyed the performance and it 
was lovely for me to see ex-pupils still enjoying their 
singing and drama, and shining on the stage!”

Above: Year 11 students work with Year 6 students from Newton 
Westpark Primary School. Left: Year 7 students, Leah, Matthew 
and Molly enjoyed getting to know the Year 11 students better.

Westleigh St Paul’s Primary at the School of Rock dress rehearsal
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aiming high

The role of any teacher is to help students achieve the very best standard they are capable of. While it’s important that 
students attain the academic success they deserve, it’s no less important that they learn the value of hard work and 
motivation.  Here, three teachers share their experiences of encouraging students to realise their full potential. 

MS MARSDEN, TEACHER OF ART
“At the Westleigh School we have many talented artists 
across all year groups. Achievement comes in many forms in 
my lessons from students who have bold ideas, technically 
strong classwork and also dedication to GCSE clubs and 
intervention. One thing I pride myself on as a teacher is trying 
to discover talent in our students that they don’t often know 
they possess! Recently my Y10 groups have been using dip 
ink pens and quink to create studies based on skulls. Many 
students found this very difficult and sometimes wanted to 
give up. My students know that I often ask them to repeat a 
task and change the technique they are using, to see if they 
can master it. Emily and Elise’s work, pictured here, shows 
side by side, how much better their second attempts were. 
Both students would admit that they were disappointed at 
first but now realise how valuable this is and have so much 
pride in the pieces they ended up creating. A big part of 

MRS MICHALAKAKOS, HEAD OF 
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
“I strongly believe that attitude 
to learning is the key to success 
in everything in life. Every week I 
announce Westleigh’s ‘Linguist of 
the Week’ on Facebook. It’s great 
to see the response students get 
from friends and family and I know 
it means a lot to them and helps 
them stay motivated.  Recently, 
Year 10 student Aaron was named 
Linguist of the Week in celebration 
of his improved attitude to 
learning. After disappointing results in his assessment, 
he has really stepped up to the mark, asking for extra 
homework and studying independently. As a result, I’ve 
seen him become more focussed in class and his grammar 
has improved significantly. 
Praise is important and 
a good attitude like that 
deserves recognition. I’m 
really looking forward to 
seeing his next set of results!” 

MS FRATERNALE, HEAD OF DRAMA
“This year, the arts department will be performing 
School of Rock for the public and it’s been a really 
motivating experience for students. The camaraderie 
that exists between cast and crew is amazing; students 
support each other to work hard. Sometimes students 
aren’t aware of the depth of talent they possess. 
Preparing for the performance helps them discover 
just what they’re capable of, whether their skills lie in 
acting, singing, playing an instrument or behind the 
scenes. Above all else, the feeling they get when the 
audience applauds is all they need to prove that the 
hard work they’ve put in has been worthwhile. That 
self-belief will stay with them whatever challenges 
they may face in the future.” 

being a successful 
artist is the willingness 
to accept mistakes 
and try again, to 
reflect on what hasn’t 
worked and change 
it... resilience is key!”

Some of the cast of School of Rock 
prepare for dress rehearsal.

Before and after
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MOCK INTERVIEW DAY

bright futures

Our annual Year 11 Careers and Mock Interview Day took 
place on 30th November. Students took part in five 
employability workshops, each designed to augment their 
skills and aspirations for the future. As always, the highlight 
of the day were the mock interview sessions which gave 
students the opportunity to experience a realistic interview 
scenario with a number of representatives from business 
and industry. Westleigh’s Enrichment Manager, Miss 
Wilcockson, said, “I was delighted with how students 
responded to the challenge. It was clear that the majority 
had taken a lot of time to prepare and they comported 
themselves with true professionalism.”

The school received an amazing response from the business 
community with 43 volunteers enlisting to conduct 
interviews on the day. Here’s what they had to say…

“Thank you for the invite. The 
day was very inspiring and 
the quality of some of the 
students’ interviews and future ambitions amazed me. 
Already looking forward to attending next year.”

“It was a pleasure meeting the pupils, they were well-
mannered, smartly dressed, engaged and had clear 
aspirations for the future, which I am sure the careers 
department and greater school community have played 
a large part in developing. In short, the pupils are a credit 
to the school. Thank you for inviting me.”

“Your students are a credit to your dedicated teaching 
and support staff. The school was welcoming and the 
students astute, with high aspirations for their futures. 
I feel privileged to have played a part in inspiring your 
students to aim high and to achieve their full potential. 
Well done students you are all shining stars.”

“A pleasure to be involved in such a fantastic day - the 
pupils and the school were well prepared and organised. 
I was very impressed with the young people who took 
part and their enthusiasm shone through. They were 
articulate and had a plan of action as to what career 
path they had chosen. Very impressed all round.”
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The Westleigh School

helping your
child succeedHave you  

downloaded  
the new  
SIMS Parent  
app?

Receive alerts 
about your child’s 
attendance, behaviour 
and achievement,  
direct to your phone.

Simply visit the App or Play Store and 
download SIMS Parent to get started. 

Or login online at www.sims-parent.co.uk 

Ask your school for more information.

Google Play and the Google Play logo are trademarks of Google Inc.

THE WESTLEIGH SCHOOL IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE 
LAUNCH OF ITS BRAND NEW PARENT APP

The Westleigh School is pleased to announce the launch of 
its brand new Parent App. The online site will enable parents 
to access real time updates on how their child is progressing 
in school. It represents a new era in education where parents 
will be able to work in partnership with school to fully support 
students’ education.

Deputy Head, Mr Lamoury, says, “The SIMS app will replace the 
class charts app from January. The Parent App will also allow 
parents to access attendance, behaviour and reports. For the 
first time parents will have access to the three areas which will 
keep them informed about their childs’ education. The reports 
that are sent out to parents are now available in the app and 
allow parents to see historic copies- further improving the 
communication between home and school.”  

The app can easily be accessed by smartphone, tablet or PC. In 
addition to directly relating to your child’s education, it will also 
be a source of useful information such as term dates. Parents 
will receive an activation email to get started.

For additional support with using the app, help is available 
from school by emailing: parentapp@westleigh.wigan.sch.uk  

Have you  
downloaded  
the new  
SIMS Parent  
app?

Receive alerts 
about your child’s 
attendance, behaviour 
and achievement,  
direct to your phone.

Simply visit the App or Play Store and 
download SIMS Parent to get started. 

Or login online at www.sims-parent.co.uk 

Ask your school for more information.

Google Play and the Google Play logo are trademarks of Google Inc.
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ATTENDANCE
There are many benefits that young people gain from attending school regularly. It’s well documented that there is a 
strong link between attendance and academic achievement. The more time students take off, the more likely they are 
to face an exam question about something they’ve missed. However, did you know that students who attend regularly 
are also generally happier than their class mates who attend less? Here’s a quick run-down of what poor-attenders are 
missing out on:

FRIENDSHIPS 
Students who take time off school can struggle to form 

strong friendships. They’re missing out on all those important 
bonding experiences that other students are sharing and 

can feel left out. Sometimes their friends may resent them 
for ‘leaving them’ on their own in lessons. One of the joys of 
adulthood is being able to remember our school days with 

friends. Sadly some children will never have that conversation. 

CONFIDENCE 
School provides lots of opportunities 
to be successful. Every time a child 

succeeds at something, they grow in 
confidence. For students who don’t 
always excel academically, there are 
other victories to be gained such as 

in sport, music and clubs. 

JOB PROSPECTS 
Prospective employers aren’t just looking for great 

GCSE results, they also highly value attendance and 
punctuality as they want employees to be reliable. 
Also the extra-curricular achievements gained at 

school look great on a CV and make young people 
stand out from the crowd. 

RESILIENCE 
By attending every day, students find inner 

strength and can feel proud of what they have 
achieved.  Sometimes they will face challenges 

at school, but it is only by overcoming 
challenges that they will grow stronger and 

more confident in themselves and their abilities. 

8 Cassiopeia were the form with best 
attendance for five consecutive weeks.



10 THE WESTLEIGH WAY   |   WESTLEIGHHIGH.CO.UK

inspirational
achievements

REUBEN DAVIES 
2018 marks one hundred years since the end of 
World War I. To commemorate our community’s 
contribution to the war, The Westleigh School 
remembered a local soldier and recipient of the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal, Reuben Davies.

Enrichment Manager, Miss Wilcockson says, “Leigh 
has a wealth of local heroes who have gone on to achieve 
amazing things. Stories like that of Reuben Davies help illustrate to our students that we are all capable 
of achieving more than we know. I hope that in Reuben they find a figure not only to look up to, but 
also somebody they can closely identify with and in doing so, recognise their own inherent potential.”

In November, The Westleigh School worked with Wigan and 
Leigh Local Studies to curate an exhibition about Reuben 
Davies which went on display at Leigh Library. The exhibition 
included a mosaic of Reuben Davies made up from the photos 
of around 320 of Westleigh’s students as a thank you to Reuben 
and the many like him who made amazing sacrifices for us all. 

As an unexpected outcome of the project, the descendants of 
Reuben Davies also got in touch to support the exhibition and 
offer their collection of original artefacts for the display which, 
Miss Wilcockson says, “Really was the finishing touch that made 
the exhibition such an incredible success and fitting memorial 
to a very brave man.”
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HUMANUTOPIA
As with any challenge, it’s difficult to achieve at GCSE if you don’t have the correct mind set. Sometimes if we tell 
ourselves we aren’t good enough to succeed, we subconsciously put barriers in our way to make that prophecy come 
true. Humanutopia is an organisation that works with young people to break down those barriers. They were invited to 
Westleigh to work with our Year 11. 

Head of Year 11, Mrs Sinclair, said, “Humanutopia worked with 
our students for a series of sessions. They’re a very young team, 
many of whom have experienced the same anxieties as our 
students. They bring a particular expertise that our own teachers 
can’t match. Watching the workshops, I really enjoyed learning 
about my students on a personal level.” The workshops also 
involved a peer mentoring element which saw Year 11 students 
supporting their younger counterparts in Year 7. Mrs Sinclair 
adds, “The highlight of the experience has been the bonds that 
have developed between the two age-groups.”

Year 11 student, Ciara, commented, “Humanutopia showed us 
how we can be ourselves in front of other people. We worked 
with each other, got to know each other better and learned to 
accept ourselves and each other for who we are.”

a mind to succeed

Year 11 students and some
of the Humanutopia team.

Year 11s practised their leadership skills with Year 6 
pupils from Newton Westpark Primary School.
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CELEBRATION EVENING
Every year, The Westleigh 
School is proud to invite 
its former Year 11 students 
for an evening of awards 
and celebration. Former 
student, Chloe Evans 
(pictured), received no 
less than five awards 
including the Chair 
of Governor’s Award 

for Academic Excellence in recognition of her 
outstanding achievement at GCSE which included a 
Grade 9 in English Literature, Grade 8s in Geography 
and Biology and a Grade 7 in English Language. 

WELCOME BACK, ASHLEY POOLE!

For Celebration Evening 2018, we were delighted to 
welcome back our erstwhile head girl, Ashley Poole, 
as speaker to inspire both staff and ex-students 
with news of her own on-going success. Ashley left 
Westleigh in 2013 with an impressive 3 (A) grades 
and 8 (A*)s at GCSE. Since then, she has pursued 
her dream of becoming a doctor and is currently 
in her third year of medicine at University College, 
London. She said she made the decision to return 
to Westleigh to share some of the advice that she 
would have liked to receive as a new school leaver.  
Here are some of her tips for success:
•  Exam results are important to get you the interview 

but what gets you the job is who you are. Work 
on yourself as well as your qualifications.

•  Recognise yourself as a brand – our lives are 
increasingly played out online. Make sure you are 
making a good impression of yourself, your future 
employer may be watching! 

•  Don’t worry that you don’t know what you’re 
doing. Nobody ever does! Just listen and be open 
to learn from others.

continuing success

AWARD
ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENT

PROGRESS 
ACHIEVEMENT

Art Marie Warburton Rebekah Clarke

Biology Casey Boone Jace Winstanley

Chemistry Chloe Evans Rosie Bulpitt

Computer Science Samuel Holt Jason Finney

Dance Keira McGowan Abigail Worthington

BTEC Construction William Lovett James Medling

Drama Louise Rowe Georgia Hewitt

English Language Sean Gallagher Ben Kiss

CDL Joshua Gore Chelsea Byrne

English Literature Chloe Evans Jodie Morris

French Emma White Chelsea Byrne

Hospitality Niamh Richardson Alexis Pitt

Geography Chloe Evans Sean Gallagher

Graphics Rebekah Clarke Jamie Lewis

H&S Care (BTEC) Georgia Partington Chantelle Prescott

History Nicole Collier Charlotte Westwell

ICT Chantelle Prescott Tallulah Goulden

Maths Damian Pemberton Jodie Morris

Further Maths Joshua Bridge Chloe Evans

Media Lauren Foster Cheyenne Wilson

Music Emma White Andrew Fisher

PE Hollie Gregory Callum Aldred

PE (Cambridge) Carrie Blood Courtney Gashi

Physics Jodie Morris Luke Ellam

Resistant Materials Thomas Jones Kurt Hudson

Spanish Edilson Quaresma Sean Gallagher

Science (Combined) Declan Todd Rebekah Clarke

The GCSE Arts Award
(Daniel Howath Hynes Trophy)  Ellie Gunning

Academic Career Attendance Trophy  Hayden Foster

The Service to the Community Award Jace Winstanley

Outstanding Effort Award
(Netta Sumner Trophy)  Ellie Gunning

Service to the School Award
(George Macdonald Trophy)  Niamh Richardson

Sports Leader Award
(The Anne Waltho Trophy)  Georgia Hewitt

Achiever of the Year Award  Jace Winstanley

Chair of Governors Award for
Academic Excellence  Chloe Evans
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community achievements

DERIAN HOUSE 
FUNDRAISERS
This term, our warm-hearted 
students have been busy raising 
funds for the Children’s Hospice, 
Derian House. Fundraising 
events have included making 
slime in science, a chocolate 
tombola in English and a loose 
coin collection called ‘Change 

to Make a Change’. Year 8 student, Bailey, even enlisted 
the help of his Nan who made some stunning Christmas 
cards for him to sell. What a fantastic team effort! 

GREEN-
FINGERED 
ZOE
Westleigh student, 
Zoe, was invited to 
join the Mayor of 
Wigan, Cllr Susan 
Greensmith, at a 

reception on Wednesday 28th November in honour of a 
visit from the High Sherriff of Lancashire. Zoe was there 
to represent Leigh Neighbours, a local charity which 
aims to improve the quality of life for local residents by 
running environmental campaigns to make the area a 
cleaner, greener and more pleasant place to live. Zoe 
was chosen to represent the charity in recognition of 
her amazing work on the Leigh Neighbours community 
garden on Gordon Street. 

LEIGH YOUTH VOICE
Anthony and Guilia, 
both members of 
Leigh Youth Voice, 
represented The 
Westleigh School 
at The Big Debate 
on Thursday 15th 
November. Young 
people were asked 
to present their arguments ‘for’ or ‘against’ motions 
including such topical issues as knife crime. Patsy 
Hayden, the youth worker accompanying the pair, said, 
“I really have to say that Anthony and Guilia presented 
themselves in an excellent manner, they spoke well and 
their behaviour was impeccable; they were a credit to 
The Westleigh School.” 

Anthony’s political ambitions also recently took him to 
Westminster to witness the Youth Parliament in action. 
He hopes to be a Member of Youth Parliament himself 
by 2020 and will use the platform to raise awareness 
around the mental health issues affecting young people 
today.  He says that though he has so far thoroughly 
enjoyed representing The Westleigh School, it is the 
chance to make a difference that really motivates him. 
It has also been a great learning experience for himself 
and year 8 Guilia who will be taking over as the school’s 
representative when Year 11 Anthony leaves this summer. 

SOUL BAND BRING 
FESTIVE CHEER
The wonderful Westleigh Soul 
Band were once more invited to 
bring festive cheer to the people 
of Leigh at this year’s Christmas 
Lights switch-on. Crowds flocked to see the performance 
which included songs such as Michael Jackson’s ‘Beat 
It’. The performance was also broadcast on Wish FM. 
Proud music teacher, Mr Dykes, who accompanied the 
band said, “They were awesome! It was so cold but the 
students played with professionalism and class.” 

WIGAN OPEN EXHIBITION
Art teacher, Miss Marsden, 
took the bold decision to enter 
Oliver and Rebecca’s work in 
the Wigan Open Exhibition in 
November. Despite being up 
against art by professionals, 
adult amateurs and college 
students from across the 

northwest, Oliver and Rebecca’s works were both 
selected for display – a great accolade for such young 
artists. Miss Marsden, who attended the opening night 
of the exhibition along with Oliver, Rebecca and their 
families said, “I couldn’t have been more proud. Both 
pieces looked superb and fitted in seamlessly. The high 
profile exhibition boasted a wide range of styles and 
disciplines and was a truly inspiring show.”
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out of school success

RECLAIM 
Year 8 student Scarlett shares her experiences of the 
Reclaim project…

“One week in July, ten Westleigh girls were invited to 
attend a five day conference at Leigh Library. We’d all 
been specially selected by the RECLAIM project to 
take part in their LEAD programme so the conference 
consisted of inspirational guest speakers and team 
building activities to develop our leadership skills. Each 
day we added a statement to our manifesto which was 
rechristened ‘Feministo’ in support of equal rights.  
We scheduled monthly meetings to get together to 
work on our Feministo points. For the first of these, we all 
travelled to Wigan Pride to take part in the parade. It was 
a fantastic opportunity to share our first Feministo point, 
‘Stand up to sexism, racism and homophobia.’ 
For our second meeting, we worked on our Social 
Enterprise project and split into two groups. The first 
group, ‘Study Some More’, aimed to provide SATS help 
for primary school pupils who couldn’t afford private 
tuition. The second group focussed on developing 
merchandise and was christened ‘1-4-1’ because every 
time somebody bought an item, another would be 
donated to a local homeless charity in recognition of the 
fact that homelessness is a growing problem in Leigh.  On 
17th November, we put our plans into action. The Study 
Some More group hired a science teacher to hold some 
interactive experiments with young children while 1-4-1 
sold their products and raised £49. 

A STAR IN THE MAKING
Year 11 student, Adam Little, hopes one day that his acting hobby will 
become his full-time career. He says, “It’s all I’ve ever wanted to do and 
I won’t stop going until I get there.” 
Adam’s passion for acting began as a pupil at St Michael’s Primary 
School, Howe Bridge, when teachers first noticed his talent in a 
school production of ‘Oliver’. His aspirations were boosted this year 
when he was approached by Coronation Street Actor, Simon Gregson 
(Steve Macdonald) who was so impressed by Adam’s acting that 
he recommended him to his agent. As a result, Adam has recently 
auditioned for the lead role in a new Netflix series about an ice hockey 
player for which a decision is expected in the New Year. He says 
Westleigh drama teacher, Ms Fraternale, has been a real support and 
has promised to buy her a new carpet when he hits the big time! 

Mr Bramwell enjoys a cup of tea from his ‘Reclaim’ cup.

One of the highlights of the project was when we were 
invited to the Houses of Parliament by Jo Platt (our local 
MP) so we could experience what Jo does every day. 
We stayed opposite St Paul’s Cathedral and awoke early 
the next day for our guided tour of parliament. We even 
squeezed in some sightseeing at Buckingham Palace 
before catching the train back to Manchester.  
We are all looking forward to our graduation in February 
when we will showcase our RECLAIM journey from 
beginning to end. RECLAIM will soon be enrolling Year 8 
boys from The Westleigh School so if you are interested, 
fill in your application form. It will be worth it!”

Adam Little and Simon
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LIFE SKILLS: WHY HAVING A HOBBY CAN BE THE KEY TO SUCCESS!
When it comes to 
doing well in school, 
what you do OUTSIDE 
the classroom can 
have a huge impact. 
Hobbies can teach a 
variety of life-skills that 
help students succeed 
in their school work 
and prepare them for 
life beyond education. 
Here, Lorna Owen talks 
about her hobby – 
horse-riding.

Lorna started horse-riding at the tender age of five and was 
soon hooked! Her first horse passed away a year ago and 
since then she’s been forging a new relationship with Jake, 
a 15 hand cross gypsy cob. They have entered a number of 
competitions and specialise in dressage.  Lorna says, “When 
you ride competitively, horse and rider are a partnership 
and you work together to achieve your goals.  It gives me a 
real sense of achievement. 

Recently we qualified for ‘Stars’ which is just one step away 
from the Horse of the Year Show.  We’ve also featured in 
the ‘Northern Horse’ magazine“

Why hobbies are important to success...

Health – Jake needs to be ridden at least 4 times a week 
which helps keeps Lorna fit.

Commitment – Sometimes Lorna would rather be out 
with her friends but Jake’s needs come first. The pleasure 
she gets from her hobby makes it all worthwhile.

Confidence – A hobby can give you a sense of 
achievement and self-belief. Lorna has lots of confidence 
which she attributes to her success in riding and meeting 
lots of new people at competitions and events.

Wellbeing – Lorna says, “If I’ve had a bad day at school, 
riding can help take my mind off things. If I had the time 
to sit around and dwell on things it would probably make 
matters worse!”

Ambition – Inspired by her hobby, Lorna is planning on 
becoming a veterinary nurse. A hobby on your CV shows 
employers that you have a lot of qualities and skills that 
you can’t acquire through qualifications alone. 

KARATE KID
On Saturday 10th November, Dillon McNamara represented his club at the 
All Stars Karate Alliance Championship in Birmingham. In spite of fierce 
competition from across the country, Dillon was awarded bronze medal in the 
under 16 category. An even more amazing achievement considering that, at 12 
years old, Dillon was competing against others much older than himself.  Dillon 
says of his experience, “It was a great feeling when the judges announced the 
results. My family were really pleased for me and my mum started crying.” 
Dillon was 4yrs old when he started training with the English Karate Academy 
and trains around 5/6 hrs a week. He got his black belt 2yrs ago at the age of 
10. Since then he has been involved in many competitions, including the World 
karate championships in Scotland where Dillon competed 
against representatives from 41 other countries.   
Dillon would recommend taking up Karate to anybody. He 
says not only would it help him defend himself if necessary but 
it gives him a lot of confidence to know that he can achieve 
success with hard work and dedication.  One day, Dillon would 
like to be a coach. He is regularly asked to instruct others at 
his club so he is already acquiring a skill set that will serve him 
well wherever life takes him.



we’re on a journey to excellence.

will you join us? 
Every day is open day at The Westleigh School! Prospective students and their parents 

or carers are always welcome to make an appointment for a tour of the school.
Phone 01942 202580 or email enquiries@admin.westleigh.co.uk to arrange.

The Westleigh School, Westleigh Lane, Leigh, WN7 5NL

CELEBRATING OUR FUTURE
The transition from primary to high school is a significant milestone in any child’s life. The Westleigh School works hard 

to make sure that move is a positive experience and children soon settle in to their new routine. We asked five year 7 
students about their first term at Westleigh...

“I didn’t think people would like me but now I know 
I had nothing to worry about as I have lots of new 

friends. I love playing football and stay behind after 
school to train. The PE teachers know how to bring 

out the best in everyone.”
Cameron

“My favourite lesson is maths. I’ve always been good 
at maths and now I feel I’m being pushed to my 

full potential.”
Kaci

“I was excited to go to a new school but worried 
that I would get lost. I still get a bit confused but the 

teachers understand and are always kind and helpful. 
I love that we get to learn a variety of subjects like 

history, art and music.” 
Ella

“The teachers are really helpful.  When I didn’t 
understand my homework, I spoke to my teacher after 
class and she explained it to me. Sometimes they can 

be strict but that’s only because they want us to be 
the best we can.” 

Jasmine

“Before I came here I was a little scared, I thought I 
wouldn’t fit in but it’s brilliant now. All the people in 

year 7 are friendly and kind.”
Evan


